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Subject: Soviet Μιλύαν; Shipments to Cuba 


QUESTION The State Denartment sais that from 3,000 to 5,000 Soviet technicians 
have recently arrived in Cuba. How sarious.y do we view this? are 
we bringing this to the attention of other Tavin american countries 
and the GAS? 


CURRENT SITUATION REPORT 


On Friday, August 24, the State Department held a backeround news 
conference during which it was confirmed that the Soviets had resumed 
large scale military deliveries to Cuba in late July. These 
deliveries included transportetion, electronic and construction 
equipment, such as, communication vans, radar vans, trucks, motile 
generators and rossibly surface-toeairemissiles. Most of the 
equipment apnears designed for the improvement of Cuba's coastal 
and air defenses. The passenger ships are believed to have carried 
probably 3,900 Soviet specialists and technicians, but the figure 
could be as high as 5,000. There is no solfd information that 
military personnel in combat units have arrived in Cuba and no 
information that other bloc countries are involved. The estimated 
number of military technicians who have recently arrived arnears 
compatible with the amount and type of military equipment 80 far 
known to have been delivered. 


at your Press Conference on August 25 in answer to a similar question 
you said in part: 


"New supplies definitely, in large quantities. Troops, we do not 
have information, but an increased number of technicians...we are 
exemining the Significance of this now." 


The Washington Post, August 28, reported that the Guatemalan Foreign 
Minister Unda Murilio said that Guatemala would suggest a meeting of 
OAS foreign ministers to discuss the Soviet shipments, common defense 
and @ tossible clockade or Cuca. The Department ras not received an: 
formal notification of this intent. 


SUGGESTED POINTS IN AEPLY 


1. While we cannot vet be certain of the vorec ise nature or all the 
equipment. or technicians, we are watching the-situation closel:;. 
Present inrormation indicates that the main purpose of these © 
deliveries is that of strengthening Cuta's coastal and air defenses. 
We do not Know how many of the technicians are economic nor how many 


ιν 2a to have arrived 
recently does not 2nsea: out cr tine witn the number that would te 

needed to install, overate or trein cthers to operate tke amount or 
military equipment so far “nown to have been delivere 
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2. The Latin American ὭΣΘΘΞΒ indicates that the other nemisphere 
countries are aveare of the steprec us traffic vetween the Soviet 
Union and Cuba. We nave no plans at the cresent time to bring this 
matter before the OAS. | | 


